Meade School Di striiTetBu46d Knowledge
for Success Today an

.. Rural Newsletter ...

Parenting in the Rain

There is a Iline in a poem by Henry W
|l ittle rain must come. 0 Those of wus
moments when rain is a blessing or rain is a setback. &hemany areas of the cour
now dealing with damaging effects of moisture and hoping that maybe rain stays ¢
for a while. But, we know that rain is essential to growth and there are times when
look forward to it.

There are many articlesthesedays out fAhel i copter pare
mower parents. o Hel i copter parents
guick to Acome to the aido of their
who actually work in théoreground and/or background and make sure their childre
experience as few struggles, challenges, discomforts as possible.

While there is nothing more important than loving, nurturing parents, chitiirereed tc
work through relationships with other tthien their age and even in other age bracke
Children need to work through relationships with other adults. Children need to
understand that their actions have consequences. Children need to face challeng
learning process in order to grow.

It is very difficult to listen to your child relay to you how something happened at sc
that hurt their feelings or made them feel badbart ofraising andeducating children is
to keep them focused on what tomorrow can bring. We need to enedheag to stay
strong when things dondét | ook so goo
adults can remember back to what we thought were P\
earthshattering events in our lives. Now, we look /

t b /o

back anideyhihksurvi ved

There are hundreds of stories of people whoaamee |
adversity and went on to
Trust your parenting ability enough to know that your
children can become strong and resilient with your
guidance and your stepping back.

Bev Rosenboom, Principal



March certainly came in |ike
hope 1t goes o Whenlwe'ie beeraablé ta mve
school we've covered a wide variety of music this month! We
started off with "Love Is an Open Door" from Frozen. We dis-
cussed the movie and how it has finally made its way to the
Broadway stage and how making the transition from film to
stage has been quite challenging. Everyone already knew the
song, so after singing it we learned some new choreography. It was really fun!

Next, we learned "We're All In This Together" from the Disney Channel Original Movie, High
School Musical. It was the most successful Disney Channel movie to date and the soundtrack
from this 2006 smash was the best selling aloum in the United States that year. We learned

the choreography, which was quite similar to whatis  in the movie. Itis a great song that cele-
brates the unique characteristics that each one of us possess.

Then on to my favorite composer of all time.... Beethoven! The students had a listening map
for his famous piece, "For Elise", which showed them the form it was written in, ABACA, which
is rondo. We also discussed some interesting facts about Beethoven, one being that he was to-

tally deaf the last 15 years of his life. It was in this time period that he wrote some of his
most phenomenal works. We also sang a song called "The Power of Music" that was written in-
cluding some of his most famous motifs... and the students picked up on some of them. Of

course, there was a little of his 5th and 9th symphonies included as well as the tune from "Ode
to Joy". Most everyone had heard the melodies at one time but they didn't realize that it was
Beethoven who had written these timeless songs.

We also learned the difference in a motif and a hook. A motif is a short, repeated musical
segment in classical music and is also called a "hook" in popular music. In popular music, the
hook is the part that catches the listener's ear... you know, that crazy tune that stays in your
head for a week or two?!?! They learned that they have heard several motifs from classical
music... they just didn't know who had written them!

Our folk dance for this month was from Sweden, the  Fjaskern, which was a simple circle
dance that starts out slow then gets faster and faster. The subtitle for this dance is  Hurry
Scurry and that is definitely what the kids were doing by the end of the song!

On Saturday, March 30, there will be seven students representing the rural schools at the
Elementary Music Contest in Spearfish. | am so excited because | know they will all do very
well and make us all proud.

| can hardly believe that April is just around the corner but | am looking forward to all the
fun that is to come!  Until then, keep a song in your heart!
Mrs. Richards
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What a memorable March it has been! We started the month with lots of snow and cold; hopefully the -
the month is much warmer and dryer. Spring cannot come too quickly this year!

Our classroom haseen a busy one as we prepared for the school speech contest and the complicated
2F3 a4/ KFHffSyaSa |, 2dzikKk CIFOS®¢é L (GKAyYy{|l GKS aLISSs
say that all of our #-8" graders rose to that challge and conquered it!

While our fourthgraders did not compete in the contest, they did research and compose a speech that
also delivered several times at home and in school. Tance wrote about challenges we face with cell pr
and gave us severaide-effects of too much screetime to think about. Everett wrote about how school ce
be challenging, but it is important to realize that everyone is intelligent in their own unique way.

Ouir fifth graders did wonderfully for their first time competirglanah spoke about challenges military kid:
face and her heartfelt message earned h&r@ace in the 5-6™" grade division. Emma spoke about the
challenges of being a ranch kid. Her lovely speech about the importance of chores anegvcak@arned he
2"dplace at the competition.

Seventhgrader Dally wrote an informative speech about the importance of sleep, with several great
suggestiongor improving the quality of our sleep.

Shaniah Spring, eighth grade, wrote about the challenges of pessyre;
making note of the benefits of positive peer pressure as well as the dangers
negative peer pressure. Her delivery was spectac@air other eighthgrader,
Mariah Spring, proudly placedi3n the 7"-8" grade competition with her spee«
on leaning disabilities. She bravely spoke about her own experience, and
accomplished a lonpeld personal goal of placing at the competition. It has b
an honor to teach these girls and watch their speaking skills grow exponenti
these past four years obmpeting in this
contest!

Also in March, we ]
celebrated Pi Day, |
officially held on
March 14 or 3.14
like the famous ratio
A LA PeE ¢ KA &
each made our own |

LA € T2NJ f

March 20, since the &

14" was a day of

Spring BreakWe rolled out homemade dough
(compliments of home chef, Mr. Joe Urbaniak) and then added our favorite
toppings. Older students helped the younger students learn more about the
special qualities of the number pi and why it is celebrated.



