Board Report – October
Todd Palmer
Director of Activities
It’s a Great Day to be a Scooper!!!
Fall Activities
It is hard to believe but as you read this many of our fall activities are winding down.
Soccer
The girls’ and boys’ soccer teams have just completed their 2021 seasons. The girls’ team qualified for the
SDHSAA playoffs and took on Brandon Valley on Tuesday, 10/5/21. The boys’ team was heartbroken last
Friday when they found out that they had been edged out for the last playoff spot by Harrisburg as a result of
RC Stevens defeating Spearfish the night before.
Volleyball
After a rough start to the season the volleyball team has been playing very competitive matches with their
opponents. They will continue to play through the first week in November.
Cross Country
The Cross-Country teams just hosted their regular season cross-country meet with 19 middle schools and 16
high schools taking part in the meet at Ft. Meade on Thursday, September 30, 2021. The season has two meets
left prior to the state meet on Saturday, October 23, 2021 in Sioux Falls. Both teams expect to compete for the
BHC title on October 7 when they run at Tomahawk Golf Course.
Football
The football team recorded its’ first victory on Homecoming on October 1 against the Broncs from Belle
Fourche. Their season is wrapping up quickly and every game is critical to their playoff lives. They will finish
traveling to Yankton, hosting STM and then traveling to Douglas.
Cheer and Dance
The girls on both teams have consistently improved their scores over the year and are having a good season as a
whole. They are excited to defend their BHC competition on Thursday, October 14th in Spearfish. That will be
the end of their regular season and they will take part in the state competition in Brandon on Saturday, October
23rd.
While the Sports activities are winding down the fine arts season are just getting started.
Oral Inter, Knowledge Bowl, the Fall Musical have all been practicing extremely hard and have just begun their
seasons. Another historical fall activity is the All State Chorus and Orchestra that will be held in Rapid City the
last weekend in October.
Activities Schedule –
https://www.blackhillsconference.org/public/genie/277/school/299/date/2019-09-29/view/week/
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With the change of the season so do the tasks at Buildings and Grounds. We will begin spraying out
irrigation lines on Wednesday and have begun to put plows and snow equipment on the machines.
Contractors have been contacted and we are ready for the fall season. The playing fields have held up
very well. They will be aerated and over seeded to be prepped for next spring.
Rasmussen has set a timeline for the rest of installation of the hvac upgrades at the high school and
we are hoping to be substantially complete by end of November. We are also on the schedule to begin
installation of the LED lighting in three facilities and hope to have it completed by the end of October. We
have the reverse osmosis system installed at Opal and a new bottle filler installed. I am hoping to get the
staff parking lot paved at Sturgis Elementary by the end of the month also.

The crew has been able to stay very current on most work orders. We are trying to finish up on
projects that have been started not on work orders and add the finishing touches to projects.

The Buildings and Grounds department is excited to start another round of Capital Outlay requests to
keep the District running smoothly and safely. Meetings will begin early this month.
We are still working to incorporate the custodial department and have begun working on a possible
restructure of the Buildings and Grounds department.
The department has also been busy collecting information and data for the possible new building
projects on the horizon.

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”
Jeff Ward-Curriculum/Technology
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Phone: (605) 347-4454 - Web: http://www.meade.k12.sd.us

Re: Meade 46-1 School Board Report
From: Jeff Ward, Curriculum and Technology Director
Subject: October 2021 Board Report
At the end of this school year, a five-year agreement with Midco to provide a point-topoint fiber connection between our schools will expire. This contract qualifies for the
Universal Service Fund also known as E-Rate which currently subsidizes 60% of the
cost of our bandwidth. The process will include asking for bids on a new contract to
start July 1, 2022 which will be available for all vendors to bid on during a 28-day
window normally in December or January.
According to several sources including edsurge.com and educationsuperhighway.org,
schools should plan on having around 1Mbps (megabyte per second) per student when
schools have a 1:1 device environment. It is also recommended that for media rich
environments using extensive videos etc. that schools consider reaching speeds of
4Mbps per student.
Currently, our schools have the following connection speeds. Golden West
Telecommunications is the service provider for our five rural schools.
School
Elm Springs
Atall
CMCS
Hereford
Opal
Whitewood
Stagebarn
SWMS
PVE
STEL
SBHS

# of Students
9
8
56
12
14
101
454
523
528
560
847

Connection Speed
100Mbps
50Mbps
250Mbps
25Mbps
25Mbps
100Mbps
400Mbps
400Mbps
400Mbps
400Mbps
500Mbps

Avg Mbps per student
11.11Mbps per student
6.25Mbps per student
4.46Mbps per student
2.08Mbps per student
1.79Mbps per student
0.99Mbps per student
0.88Mbps per student
0.76Mbps per student
0.76Mbps per student
0.71Mbps per student
0.59Mbps per student

During the existing five-year contract, it has been necessary to increase bandwidth
based on usage. The increased enrollment at SBHS has had an impact on the Mbps per
student since the contract started five years ago.
The cost of bandwidth continues to drop. I am hoping to enter into a three-year contract
next summer for increased amounts of bandwidth at about the same cost as our old
contract.

Rhonda Ramsdell, Director * 605-347-3601 * Rhonda.ramsdell@k12.sd.us

Date: October 6, 2021
To: Mr. Don Kirkegaard and School Board Members
Subject: School Board Report
Our Farm to School efforts have been very successful with the students and the
community. We served fresh cucumbers, sweet corn and tomatoes. The season is
coming to an end all too soon, but now that the procedures are in place we will
really hit the ground running next season, and hopefully more farmers will grow
product with our 3000 students in mind.

All schools continue to set records for participation for breakfast and lunch.
Staffing is an ongoing problem, however, the hard workers we have are doing a
great job providing choices for the students.

Respectfully submitted,
Rhonda Ramsdell

Piedmont Valley Elementary
16159 Second Street.
“To Build Knowledge and skills for success today and tomorrow”
PHONE: 605-.787.5295
FAX: 605.787.5954

Piedmont, SD 57769
605.787.5295

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: Ethan Dschaak
Re: Board Report
Date: 10.12.21
Parent / Teacher Conferences:
We will have Parent / Teacher Conferences on the evenings of Oct. 12 & 14 from 4-7 PM. Last
year we completed our conferences 100% via zoom or conference call. We are currently in
“green” status so we will have a more traditional model this year but are offering our patrons the
opportunity to call in for conferences if they so choose. One good thing that has come from the
pandemic is that we have been challenged to find efficient and more flexible ways to complete
projects. This is one example. With that being said….. I am excited to see our parents and
students and celebrate in their successes!
Covid 19 Update:
We are currently in “green” for our Covid 19 Plan. Our active cases have moved from just a
couple to a half a dozen over the past few weeks. I do believe our staff, students and their
families have done a great job to mitigate the covid 19 risks.

Student Enrollment:
Preliminary numbers have come in and it appears that the official student enrollment count at
Piedmont Valley Elementary is 528 students.
Students of the Month:
During the month of September students are selected for Student of the Month based on
sportsmanship.
Second Grade:
Third Grade:
4th Grade:
Cash Kuyper.
Zoey Larson.
Kennadee Delaney
Paxton Patterson
Isaac Hoiten.
Ramsey McCoy
Braedyn Dimond
Zoey Schmidt
Tristen Pfister

Elin Winters.
Lucas Krenn
Jaxon Kienzle
Lily Yorba.
Burke Bernhagen
Taylor Hodina
Brogan Ewing
Myumi Schmidt
MaKenna Arlaud
Gavin Harvey-Delong

Foster Baldwin
Cali Kuyper
Hayden Lehi
Nate Goethals
Sage Whitman
Taygen Wood
Lars Rehberg

School Board Meeting
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5:30 PM

What’s happening:
The year is off to a good start and here are a couple things that students are doing with their
time. We have an after-school program that runs on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 3:15 to 5:15 where students can get homework help from teachers. We have 3 teachers
at the ASP that help students. Students that attend the ASP get a Late Bus Pass so they can
get a ride that has different drop off locations. We have 41 junior and seniors that are in the
Fall Internship class where they go out into the community to get experience in a particular
field, they have interest. This class is a big welcome back as last year we were limited to the
options and we might have had 2 to 3 students able to take the class.
Many of our clubs are having meetings and events, which give students the opportunity to
be involved in high school activities. Most of these meeting happen after school and here is
a list of some of the clubs and activities: Art Club, Band, Choir, Debate, Drama, FCA, FCCLA,
FFA, Knowledge Bowl, Journalism, Yearbook, NHS, Oral Interp, Pro-Start (Culinary), Spanish
Club, Student Council, and YLT.
Last week we had Parent-Teacher conferences for 2 days in the West gym and they were
face-to-face conferences from 4:00 to 7:00. We don’t know the exact numbers right now,
but we feel that the numbers were down to previous years. The juniors and seniors are busy
exploring avenues for their career by taking college visits and many seniors are starting to fill
out scholarships as those deadlines are moving closer. The English, Math, and Science
departments just completed MAP testing to their 9th and 10th graders. This is one of the three
tests that we give our underclassmen throughout the year.
We just finished up a successful homecoming week full of activities. We had different dress
up days throughout the week, coronation at Woodle Field on Monday, many activities
throughout the week, Wednesday and Thursday morning the Royalty court toured the
elementary and middle schools talking to students, a Friday pep rally in the morning and an
afternoon parade with many entries, a Friday Football win and a school dance to cap off
the week. Thanks to Matthew Mott (student council advisor) and the student council for
scheduling those events and for having a successful Homecoming 2021. If you didn't know
the Royalty, Queen Kaley Whatley and King Chris Shuman were chosen by a student body's
student election.

To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: David Olson
Subject: October Board Report
Date: 10/6/21
Official Enrollment
5th grade – 110 6th grade – 113

7th grade – 117

8th Grade - 114

Total – 454

MAP Testing
Students wrapped up the first round of MAP testing this fall, and teachers will
start to look at the data beginning at the October inservice and following PLC meetings.
Parent Teacher Conferences
Families were given a choice on how they would like to conduct parent teacher
conferences this year. We provided an opportunity for families to meet with teachers face
to face on Monday, which was very well attended. Teachers also emailed all of their
advisory students’ families and offered to schedule a zoom meeting or phone call. We
received feedback that the choices were appreciated.
Fundraiser
After a year off due to COVID, we will be doing our annual Walk-a-Thon
fundraiser again this year! This fundraiser consists of students going out and getting
sponsors to donate money for them to perform at the Walk-a-Thon event. The event will
take place on October 29th, and will be paired with Halloween so that students can dress
up for the event. Money raised during this event will be used to fund grade level field
trips, various expenses that are not included in the general fund budget, and savings for
big ticket items such as additional playground equipment, climbing wall, outdoor
classroom area, etc. The budget for this money will be established and approved by the
SMS Student council.
Students of the Month
5th Grade
Grit: Annabella Mckeown
Curiosity: Wyatt Henrichsen
Responsibility: Yazmin Escobar
Kindness: Heidi Tibbitts
Sportsmanship: Tyler Pekron

6th Grade
Grit: Santino Larkin
Curiosity: Fred Weishaar
Responsibility: Orion Nelson
Kindness: Heidi Mead
Sportsmanship: Olivia Shull

7th Grade
Grit: Alexis Larson
Curiosity: Ian Felos
Responsibility: Carson Hautala
Kindness: Brett Spear
Sportsmanship: Navaeh Heid

8th Grade
Grit: Josie Thompson
Curiosity: Russell McIntosh
Responsibility: Jackson Cammack
Kindness: Elijah Weeks
Sportsmanship: Grayden Juve

STURGIS ELEMENTARY
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To: Mr. Kirkegaard
From: Chantal Ligtenberg
Re: October 2021 Board Report
Building Culture at Sturgis Elementary: All staff are partaking in a book study. The
book is Ridiculously Amazing Schools. All staff and students have been assigned to a
“house” and the houses meet monthly to do team building or soft skill activities.
Relationships are being built between students and staff that typically would not run into
each other in a given day. Although this creates more work, we have received much
positive feedback from staff and students.
“What I Need (WIN)” Time: With the use of NWEA data, all 3rd and 4th grades students
are grouped based on their level of understanding on a certain ELA concept. Students
are then intermixed into different classes for a couple weeks of instruction. Each ELA
concept has a change in the groupings of students and the instructor. The goal is to
facilitate learning at the student’s academic levels versus grade level expectation. This
occurs 4 times a week for 30 minutes.
Upcoming Events:
First and Second Grade Music Program, October 21, Grunwald Gym, 5:30 & 6:30
Family Engagement Night
Second through Fourth Grade Family Engagement Night: November 2, Sturgis
Elementary, 5-7 p.m.

Scholars of the Month: (Students selected based on “Character Count” trait that is the focus
for the month. This past month was Loyalty.)

Kindergarten:
Lilliana Swedlund
Allistair Hines
Kipton Kopp
Anre Garcia-Nadeau
Berlin Overweg

First Grade:
Raegan Clement
Knox Clement
Benson Williams
Nikki Cummings
Karsyn Kopp

Third Grade:
Tristan Bryant
Blakely Spring
Nadia Smith
Kaelyn Boyer
Talon Bryant

Fourth Grade:
Hunter Baumiller
Avery Lange
Bailey Serfling
Reece Williamson

Second Grade:
Alexis Stacy
Norah Voight
Maddox Eckhart
Brennen Aldren
Joesph Harwood

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”

To:
From:
Re:

School Board Members
Chrissy Peterson
October 2021 Board Report

The school nurses are coordinating the Delta Dental Mobile Program which will be at
Sturgis Elementary, November 9th-12th. The bus is a 40-foot, state-of-the-art dentist
office on wheels! The dental mobile provides dental exams, preventive services,
cleanings, cavity fillings and oral health education at no charge for students who have
not had regular visits with a local dentist.
As the Homeless Liaison for the district, I am responsible for identifying students
experiencing homelessness. As of now, the number of homeless students are up from
last October. Some of the families are living in motels, tents, cars, campers or doubled
up with others.
My favorite athletes will be competing in the Black Hills Area Singles Bowling Tournament
October 15 at the Meadowood Lanes in Rapid City. Their Special Olympics coach, Anna
Lyons, makes all the preparations which includes practice prior to the event.
In September, selected special education teachers attended an IEP workshop sponsored
by the State Department of Special Education. The special education field is in constant
change to accommodate the federal reviews and new laws.

Have a terrific fall!

turgis
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Amanda Christensen, Assistant Principal

“WE ARE AN EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY DEDICATED TO EMBRACING LEARNING, INSPIRING INDIVIDUALITY, AND
EMPOWERING STUDENTS.”

”

The Scooper Closet at SWMS is taking shape due to the tremendous amount of support from the
community. Mrs. Duran, and the entire SWMS staff, would like to thank everyone who has donated
to help make this possible!!

7th Grade Football competing against Lead-Deadwood

SWMS students participating in the Homecoming parade.

Other Items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students Participated in many Homecoming floats for the parade on Oct. 1st.
Fall NWEA testing is complete. Teachers will look at NWEA data at the October 8 th In-Service.
Fall sports are wrapping up a successful season with 125 students participating.
We had a great turnout for Parent Teacher conference on Oct. 4th. Thank you parents for attending!
Girls Basketball will start on Oct. 18th and Wrestling will start on the 25th.
Red Ribbon Week will be Oct. 25th -29th.
Reward Dance will be on Oct. 29th.

