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Reading for meaning
Who? What? Where? Why? Experienced readers ask themselves these questions as they read. Finding the answers helps them understand the story.
To boost your child’s comprehension, ask a few simple questions before and after reading.

What do you know?
Together, look at the cover of the book before you begin reading. Read the title and talk about the cover’s picture. For example, a book
called “Polar Bears of the Cold” may have a picture of a mother polar bear with her baby. Ask your child, “What do you already know
about polar bears?” She may say: “They are white. They eat fish.” This gets your child thinking about polar bears before she starts to
read the story.

What did you learn?
Have your youngster think of questions she has about the story. She might ask: “How much so polar bears weigh?” “How do they keep
warm in icy water?” “Do they teach their babies to fish?” By deciding what she wants to know, she has set a goal to reach by reading.

What did you learn?
Ask your child questions about the story after you’ve finished reading it together. Examples: “Did you learn what you wanted to know



Please remember to send winter gear every day with your child. We go outside
when it’s above zero degrees. They need a coat, hat, snowpants, boots, and
gloves. Due to COVID we are not lending out any clothing or winter gear so it’s
very important to help remind them to dress accordingly. We do not wear boots
in the school so please make sure they have indoor shoes each day as well.

What do I know about my child's teacher? The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) federal
education law requires that all parents in a Title I school be notified and given the opportunity to request
information about the professional qualifications of classroom teachers instructing their child. Parents
may also request information about the qualifications of paraprofessionals if such services are provided
to their child. If you are interested in this information, you may send your request to the building principal who will provide a response.

4th Grade October News

Math: We have moved into multiplication using arrays. We also use a free
app called “Times Table” to practice our multiplication facts. This might be
an activity we can do at home. Getting comfortable with our multiplication
facts will greatly help when we move to division.

English Language Arts: We are progressing through the ELA curriculum at
a steady pace. We’ve read and discussed persuasive articles, folktales, and
science fiction. Our writing has moved from sentences to paragraphs.

Social Studies: Our latest stops on the “South Dakota Road Trip” were Wall
and Rapid City. We visited Mount Rushmore and learned some interesting
facts about this national monument. We also learned about how ranchers
use brands and branding to identify their livestock. We each made our own
brand.

Science: Mystery Science is back up and running. So, we explored different
natural disasters like earthquakes, floods, volcanic eruptions, and landslides. We also examined bugs and created our own creepy crawlies.

