Ms. Rost’s Second Grade News

100 Days and Counting
Wow! It’s hard to believe that we have passed up 100 days of school already and have reached the end
of the 2nd trimester! Time sure flies when you’re having fun!
In math we have been working with 3-digit numbers: writing them in standard, expanded, and word
form, and we are starting to add 3-digit numbers up to 1,000 with and without regrouping.
In science, we have been investigating the properties of matter, and using that information to create
hats to protect us on a deserted island as well as coming up with new inventions and building strong
towers. The students really love exploring and I love their creativity!
In reading/language arts/writing we have been working on several skills. We have been working on
comparing and contrasting stories about different cultures and learning more about the world around
us. We have been learning about similes and using context clues figure out the meaning of unknown
words. The focus of spelling/phonics has been r-controlled vowels and all the tricky ways to spell words.
It can be so confusing sometimes! We are in the process of writing a fictional narrative.
We have also finished up our mid-year testing and I am very pleased with the progress the students
have made so far this school year! Thank you for your support in helping your child make this progress.
Finally, thank you, parents, for attending Parent-Teacher Conferences! I enjoyed visiting with each of
you.

February activities:

Upcoming Events:

•

Happy 9th birthday to Judah this
month!

Watch for report cards to be coming home
on March 5th!

•

We did some activities related to the
100th day of school, Groundhog’s Day,
Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, and
Black History Month.

No school on Thursday March 19th for
Spring Break!

•

Thank you to those who helped to
provide something for our Valentine’s
party. We enjoyed sharing Valentines
and celebrating the day.

Reminders:
Please remember to help your child have the
appropriate clothing for cold, snowy days.
Having a spare pair of socks in their
backpack might not be a bad idea in case
their feet get wet or cold.

4th Grade February News

Math:
We finished the units on adding, subtracting, and multiplying fractions. Now, we are working on a unit on line plots and bar graphs.

ELA:
We continue work in our Wonders Curriculum. Our weekly units have spelling, grammar,
and vocabulary worksheet as well as books and short stories we read. We have added typing to our writing assignment to get more comfortable with the keyboard.

Science:
We just finished our second science kit from the Sanford Underground Lab. The kit taught
us about floods and droughts. For our final experiment, we had to create a pumping system
that would transport water over 6 feet. I think the students enjoyed the challenge.

Social Studies:
Since we study South Dakota history in 4th grade social studies, we finished reading The
Little House on the Prairie and have almost finished The Long Winter, by Laura Ingalls
Wilder

Interventions
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Building Blocks: A Guide to Reading Readiness
It may surprise you to know that reading does not begin with learning the letters of the alphabet, but instead begins at the
very early age when babies first hear their mothers talking to them. Researchers have also found that not giving children a variety of opportunities with verbal and written language until they are in school can severely limit a child’s progress in reading and
writing. Literacy is the ability to communicate, read, and write.
To become skilled and confident readers, children need many opportunities to:
Build spoken language by talking & listening. (This month’s focus!)
2. Learn about the sounds of spoken language. (Next month’s focus.)
3. Learn about print & books.
4. Learn about the letters of the alphabet.
Listen to books read aloud.
Spoken Language—Talking & Listening: Home Strategies to support language skills:
When you do anything together, talk about it during & after you are finished.
Use color & size words, comparison words, & position words. Talk about objects being the same or different.
Help your child learn to follow directions by using short, clear sentences as instructions. As your child gets older, up the number of directions, but still keep it short & clear.
Expand your child’s language—when he says, “look at the big fish”. Your response, “That’s a whale. It is a great big animal, as
big as a truck. It lives in the ocean.”
Use open-ended questions to encourage more than a simple yes or no reply, for example, “What book did you read at day
care today? Instead of asking, “did you read a book today?”
Use adjectives & adverbs (descriptive words for people, places, things, or actions such as the pretty doll or the noisy car or the
girl sang loudly) when talking with your child & explain how they increase the meaning of what they see, hear, taste, touch, or
smell.

Notes from the Nurses Office
Kindergarten screening is coming up!
We would like to remind you that the South Dakota State Department of Health requires your child
to have the following immunizations prior to the first day of kindergarten:
4 DOSES DIPTHERIA, PERTUSSIS, TETANUS VACCINE (DTaP/DTP), WITH ONE DOSE ON OR AFTER
FOURTH BIRTHDAY
4 DOSES POLIO VACCINE (IPV), WITH ONE DOSE ON OR AFTER FOURTH BIRTHDAY
2 DOSES MMR, WITH THE FIRST DOSE ON OR AFTER FIRST BIRTHDAY
2 DOSES VARICELLA, WITH THE FIRST DOSE ON OR AFTER FIRST BIRTHDAY
Proof of these immunizations is required prior to your child's first day of Kindergarten.

Please bring
shot records to the office. We would encourage a visit with your physician's office now to make sure
these will be completed in time.

