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January Newsletter
It's been a strange year, but I'm so appreciative of our staff, students, and families. It's
because of everybody we've been able to have such a great school year. We look forward to
finishing our year on a strong note.
Our PreK was awarded the highest level, Exemplary, by SASD's Preschools of Excellence
program. We're proud to offer this service to our community, and we look forward to its
continued development. Once again, thank you to our staff, students, and families.

Our parent-teacher conferences will be held the week of Feb. 22nd through Zoom or
telephone calls. These conferences are a wonderful opportunity to discuss your child’s
successes and challenges.

Please continue sending your child with a mask. While our students can maintain distancing
most of the day, there are moments when distancing isn’t an option. On a similar note, as
temperatures get cooler, please send winter clothes with your child. If the wind chill is too
cold, we bring students inside for recess, but most of the time they have recess outdoors.
Please help them dress accordingly.
Important Dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 25th – Inservice, no school
Feb. 22nd – Feb. 25th – Parent/Teacher Conferences
Feb. 26th – Inservice, no school
March 5th – Report Cards Sent Home
Mar. 18th – South Dakota School of Deaf Screenings
TBD – Kindergarten Screenings

Best,
Brit Porterfield

Ms. Rost’s Second Grade News
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a great holiday season! We can all hope that 2021 will be a year
filled with good health and happiness for all!
We have jumped right back into the routine of things and seem to have adjusted well.
In math, we have been working on subtraction strategies with 2-digit numbers. We have been learning
how and when to regroup and borrow from the tens when we don’t have enough ones to take away.
Students are doing pretty well, but practice at home could help. We are currently working on money
and time.
In social studies we have been working on a geography unit and studying to world around us. We also
spent some time talking about Martin Luther King, Jr. and why we honor him in the United States.
In science we will soon be starting a unit on Matter. The students love doing the fun experiments and
learning new concepts while gaining a better understanding of the world around them.
In language arts, reading, and writing the students are showing a lot of growth. They are becoming more
fluent readers and learning to utilize new reading and comprehension strategies. We have been working
on writing opinion letters and book reviews.

January activities:
Happy Half-Birthday to Logan this month and
Happy Birthday to Levi!
We started working on our mid-year testing in
the latter part of January. I am very pleased
with the growth the 2nd graders are making!
Thank you for your support at home.
Reminder: Please remember to have your child
dress for the weather. Also, don’t forget to have
your child bring inside shoes so they will have
them for P.E. and to help keep the school floors
clean.

Upcoming Events:
Valentine’s Day Party ~ Friday, February 12th
President’s Day ~ Monday, February 15th , there
will not be school.
Parent/Teacher Conferences~ Tuesday,
February 23rd and Thursday, the 25th, Watch for
notes to come home!
End of 2nd Trimester, Friday, March 5th . Report
cards will go home shortly after that.
Inservice Day ~ Friday, February 26th, there will
not be school.

4th Grade January News

Math:
We completed a unit on multiplying fractions. We are now working on adding and subtracting fractions. To make fractions easier, students can work on multiplication facts. There is a free application
“Times Tables” on our iPads for practicing our multiplication facts.

ELA:
We continue work in our Wonders Curriculum. Our weekly units have spelling, grammar, and vocabulary worksheet as well as books and short stories we read. We have added typing to our writing
assignment to get more comfortable with the keyboard.

Science:
We are working on a magnet unit in science. We’ve created our own experiments to measure a magnet’s strength and have learned how magnets can make trains go faster. We will also build our own
electromagnet later this month.

Social Studies:
Since we study South Dakota history in 4th grade social studies, we have been reading The Little
House on the Prairie, by Laura Ingalls Wilder.

Interventions
Anne Rochelle

January 2021

The Family Chat Book
Parent to Parent

With our family’s busy schedule, we needed a way to communicate. I was
thrilled when my husband came up with the idea for a family chat book.
We keep a spiral notebook, and a pencil attached with a string, on the kitchen counter. That
way, the pencil doesn’t get lost!
The notebook is for family messages. For example, we send each other notes to say thanks,
ask a favor, apologize, or share jokes. It’s been a big hit.
The old notebooks are great fun to browse through from time to time. It’s always
interesting to read about things we used to do. And the kids enjoy seeing how their writing—
and their handwriting—has improved over the years.
Another thought: Give your children the gift of 15 minutes earlier to bed, just to read a book
with a flashlight under the covers… I’m guessing they will start looking forward to it!

