Sturgis Elementary School
Meade School District 46-1
“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and
Tomorrow”

October 2022 Newsletter
NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL CHANTAL LIGTENBERG
●
School Attendance:
These are trying times with Covid and other viruses lingering around! We thank you for keeping your child home
when ill, but ask that you make every attempt to have your student present in school. School attendance and
academic performance are linked toward your students’ success.
●
ALICE Drills:
Staff and students have been practicing scenarios using the ALICE system. We will be conducting safety drills in
October. Our priority is to keep our staff and students safe. If you any questions or concerns please contact Mrs.
Ligtenberg or Mrs. Jutting.
●
Classroom Snacks/Birthday Treats:
Please do not bring home-baked goods for classroom parties/birthdays. We have many students with allergies
and dietary restrictions. Packaged goodies allow our teachers to see the specific ingredients and amounts that
make up the product and whether or not certain students can partake. In addition, we are asking all parents of
students with allergies and/or certain dietary restrictions to have extra snacks that remain in the classroom for
days that your student is unable to partake in a snack brought by another student.
●
Morning Drop Off Procedures:
Please pull into a parking spot when dropping off your students in the morning in the parents’ parking lot. This
allows traffic to continue to flow through and students to safely cross using the cross walk where the Crossing
Guard is present. Those dropping off in the breakfast area, this is only curbside drop off. Please pull all the way
forward and make your drop off is quick to allow traffic to not get backlogged.
●
Orange Flag Days:
On days when the weather conditions are rainy, very windy, or in the zero degree range, an orange flag will be
placed in a location by the west entrance near the playground, the bus entrance, and the southeast area of the
school. When this flag is up, the children are to go immediately from the west parking lot or the buses and report
to the following areas:
Kindergarten: Music Room

st

rd

1 ,3 ,4

th

grade: Gym

nd

2

grade: Cafeteria

●
Phones and Smart Watches:
We realize that many of our students come to school with communication devices. We ask that these devices
stay in their backpack until the end of the day. If there is any emergency, the student will be able to contact you
through the school phone.

Important Dates
No School:
Friday, October 7th
Monday, October 10th
Parent/Teacher Conferences:
Tuesday, October 11th
Thursday, October 13th
Fundraiser Pick Up:
Thursday, October 27th

PARENT'S RIGHT TO KNOW…
What do I know about my child's teacher? The federal education law put
in place by the Elementary & Secondary Education Act (ESEA) requires
that all parents in a Title I school be notified and given the opportunity to
request information about the professional qualifications of classroom
teachers and paraprofessionals instructing their child. You may also
request information on the level of achievement and academic growth of
the student, if applicable and available, on each of the State academic
assessments. If you are interested in this information, you may send your
request to the building principal who will provide a timely response.

Thank You!

New Teacher & Staff Spotlight
Carlee Fallon
Where are you from?
★
Sturgis, SD
What are your hobbies and interests?
★
Hunting, fishing, hiking, crafting etc
What made you want to become a teacher?
★
My high school internship with Kelli Grubl. Having great teachers myself
What would your perfect day of relaxation look like?
★
Watching movies and baking, being on the beach or just being outdoors
What was something you saw recently that made you laugh?
★
The TV show - How I Met Your Mother
Who has inspired you in your life and why?
★
My parents for their hard work. My friend Brandon who passed away, reminding me life is short
and to make the most of it
If there was a book written about you, what would it be titled?
★
The Chronicles of Carlee
If you could visit one place in the world, where would it be and why?
★
Hawaii - I've always wanted to see the beaches there. Hoping when we take our honeymoon
(finally) that is where we get to go!

Gracie Kosters
Where are you from?
★
Deadwood, SD
What are your hobbies and interests?
★
Making crafts and anything with my dogs
What made you want to become a teacher?
★
To make a difference in the best way possible
What would your perfect day of relaxation look like?
★
It would be chilly and rainy and I would read my favorite book, all day,
next to the fireplace with coffee
Who has inspired you in your life and why
★
My mom and dad have been huge inspirations in my life because they always worked hard to
provide and put family first above everything else
If there was a book written about you, what would it be titled?
★
The Great Gracie
If you could visit one place in the world, where would it be and why
★
Rome, I have always been fascinated with the culture and architecture

NURSE NEWS
FROM YOUR SCHOOL NURSES: JULIE DOBLER , R.N. HEIDI KOMES , R.N. NATASHA GEIGLE R.N.

The Delta Dental Mobile will be at Sturgis Elementary
November 14-18, 2022.
A form will be sent home in October with your student.
Please ﬁll out and return the form to school if you would
like your child seen on the Delta Dental Mobile.

Newsletter Spotlight - Counselors
Dear Families,
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself! My name is Bridgett Sadler and this is my
second year as the School Counselor for Sturgis and Whitewood Elementary
My passion for school counseling began during my time as a student at South Dakota State
University where I received my bachelor's degree in Human Development and Family Studies
and then my master's degree in School Counseling. What I love most about the elementary level
is the genuine curiosity students have in their learning and the world around them, as well as the
opportunity for early intervention support that can have a lifetime positive impact on a child.
Hello families, my name is Kristi Ortiz, and I also am a school counselor at Sturgis Elementary.
This is my 19th year at Sturgis Elementary School, and I want you to know that I love my job!
Over the years, you may have heard some of the topics that we have discussed in counseling
class, such as the character traits of trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and
citizenship. Another topic that all students know is to be a bucket-filler by being kind and helpful. I
am excited that we continue to meet with all students in the classroom setting and all students
can meet in small groups and individually with us.
Our primary responsibility as school counselors is to promote the academic, career, and
social/emotional development of all students. Many times, we get puzzled looks when we say we
provide career development at the elementary level, but it is never too early for children to be
exposed to the opportunities their futures will hold! We look forward to offering support to the
students, staff, families, and communities of Sturgis and Whitewood. We will be meeting with
students individually and in small groups, conducting classroom counseling lessons including the
7 Mindsets curriculum, meeting with parents, collaborating with teachers and staff, and
consulting with community organizations to benefit and meet the needs of all students.
You may have noticed above that we put in bold and underlined the word, “all” students.
Sometimes when the term “counselor” is heard, some may perceive that a counselor may only
work with a select few students in a 1:1 counseling capacity, but that is not the case! School
Counseling programs reach and meet the needs of all students in a school through many
numerous ways, including those listed above. We are here to advocate for all students. If you
ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.
We are so excited to work with your children and get to know you throughout the school year!

Mrs. Ligtenberg has been spending time getting
to know our Kindergartners!

School Lunch Menu
Scan the QR code

Lunch menus are subject to change, due to supply

The Sturgis Golden K Kiwanis
Club donated Dictionaries
to our 3rd grade!
We greatly appreciate them!

Fundraiser Pick Up!
When: Thursday, October 27th
Time: 3:00 - 5:00 pm
Where: Sturgis Elementary Gymnasium

Newsletter Spotlight - 4th Grade

Sturgis Brown High School Homecoming
Royalty Visits Sturgis Elementary!

Sturgis Elementary Scholars
of the Month
Kindergarten

Karsey Meland, Drew Whelchel, Brooklyn Hollearn, Benjamin Hickson, Miles Whitford

1st Grade

Beckem Pudwill, Mallori Kangas, Benjamin Meunier, Dylan Mueller, Bryan Woodring

Sturgis Elementary Scholars
of the Month
2nd Grade
Rye Gunderson
Wyatt Brown
Arya Baldwin
Blaisely Haugen
Ruegar Perschbacher
Austyn Kaufman

3rd Grade

Clark Siscoe, Camden Fitzpatrick, Zaylen Bright, Brennen Aldren, Jaxson Schummer

Sturgis Elementary Scholars
of the Month

4th Grade
Kaelyn Boyer
Maria Denke
Quinten Apland
Aubrey Wetz
Reace Findley
Zemirah Boyum
Mason McPhearson

STEAM project for
Mr. Buus
Engineer Process
Problem: Scoopers had to
beat Huron in the
Homecoming football
game
Solution: Create
Homecoming shoes
Research: Find out school
colors & logo, design
drawing & draw on the
shoe.
Mr. Buus wore them at the
Homecoming game!

Mrs. Langenbau’s House Sorting Ceremony

First House Meeting of the Year!

