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Building Blocks: A Guide to Reading Readiness
It may surprise you to know that reading does not begin with learning the letters of the
alphabet, but instead begins at the very early age when babies first hear their mothers talking
to them. Researchers have also found that not giving children a variety of opportunities with
verbal and written language until they are in school can severely limit a child’s progress in
reading and writing. Literacy is the ability to communicate, read, and write.
To become skilled and confident readers, children need many opportunities to:
1. Build spoken language by talking & listening. (Last month’s focus!)
2. Learn about the sounds of spoken language. (This month’s focus.)
3. Learn about print & books.
4. Learn about the letters of the alphabet.
5. Listen to books read aloud.
Phonological or Sound Awareness: Sounds in Spoken Language
This is the ability to recognize words that rhyme (Matt the fat cat); words that begin with the
same sound (bird, ball, baby, bound); and words that have syllables or individual parts (table/com-pu-ter). Research has confirmed that children who show awareness of the sounds
used in words are better equipped to learn to read.
In their first 5 years most children:
• Recognize the sounds of rhyming words & play rhyming games.
• Recognize the beginning sounds of words.
• Hear syllables within words.
Home strategies to support phonological or sound awareness:
• Read books with rhyming words. Point out the rhyming word as you read, pause & let
the child fill-in-the-blank.
• Rhyme nonsense words-sat, fat, gat, hat, wat.
• Play with the sounds of words…bubblegum, bubblebum, Humpty Dumpty, Bumpty
Lumpty.
• Pay games with rhymes like “I say run, you say__(fun), I say fun, you…
• Have fun with tongue twisters like “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickle…
• Group words by their beginning sounds (car, cat, cup).
• Clap syllables in words: mag-a-zine (3 syllables), Ad-e-laide-Rose (4).

Yearbooks are for sale in the
office. $16 cash or check (payable
to Lifetouch)

Ms. Rost’s Second Grade News
Welcome Spring!?
March didn’t necessarily roar in like a lion, but I hope it will leave like a lamb! With the
weather being so unpredictable—will it rain, snow, or shine, it’s hard for the students to know
how to dress. In any case, it’s good to have your child have snow boots or at least an extra pair
of shoes and socks at school. Dry feet and clean floors are always nice!
It’s hard to believe that a year ago, school was called off due to the Covoid-19 Virus that shook
things up a bit. It was a difficult time for everyone, but we have persevered and it looks like we
can get back to our old normal soon or at least a new modified normal without so much worry
and concern. I do know that our amped up cleaning and sanitizing practices have helped to
keep us all healthier this year. ☺
In math we finished up subtracting numbers up to 1000. Students are pretty good at this. We
are now working on measurement which they love as they can get up and move around to the
room to practice this. You can also practice measuring at home to the nearest inch, foot, yard,
centimeter, and meter.
In Social Studies we finished up a unit on comparing different cultures to ours here in America.
and stories from other countries.
We learned about different celebrations, leaders,
f
In Language Arts, we have been learning about pronouns, synonyms, prefixes, idioms, similes,
sequencing, author’s point of view, main idea and details, themes, biographies, realistic fiction,
and free verse poems. We wrote a fictional narrative which was a lot of fun and published it to
share in Apple Books! Next, we will be working on writing an explanation and a
compare/contrast paragraph.
March activities:
We celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday reading some
of our favorite books written by him.
We also did some fun activities related to St.
Patrick’s Day.
March Birthdays Celebrated:
Jayelee Patterson turned 8 and Julian Harder
celebrated his half birthday. He will turn 9 in
August! Clayton Nudd also celebrated his
birthday at the end of March along with his sister,
Maleah, who is a paraprofessional at our school!

WELCOME to our new student, Jace
Christianson! Jace comes from Gillette. We
are glad he is part of our class!
Upcoming Events:
It is still up in the air as of now, but we are
hoping to have P.T.O. sponsor our annual
Easter Egg hunt. Stay tuned for more
information to come!
There will be no school Friday, April 2nd , and
on Monday, April 5th for Easter break.

4th Grade March News
Math: We completed a unit on fractions. We then focused our attention on the endof-year performance test. We took a brief look at the areas of the math curriculum
we have yet to cover. We explored number patterns and we learned how to use a
protractor. We also completed several practice tests to get us focused and familiar
with testing concepts and procedures.

English Language Arts: We continue to progress through the ELA curriculum. We
work on spelling, grammar, and vocabulary each week. We also read different selections from our textbook. For the last couple of weeks we have turned our attention toward the performance test. We completed a few practice tests similar to the
end-of-year testing.

Social Studies: We made stops in Aberdeen and South Shore on our travels
through South Dakota. We also read a “Little House on the Prairie” book and “I
Survived the Children’s Blizzard”.

Science: We completed two science kits from the Sanford Underground Research
Lab. One kit was on flooding and drought and the other kit explored the seen and
unseen.

