October 9, 2018

School Board Meeting

5:30 PM

Parent Teacher Conference numbers for the 1st night.
Fall 2018
Fall 2017
Freshmen
78 / 221
35%
75/233
32%
Sophomores
56 / 195
29%
57/163
35%
Juniors
43 / 148
29%
52/145
36%
Seniors
43 / 130
33%
41/127
32%
Total
220 / 694
32%
225/668
34%
What’s happening:
We finished up with MAP testing with our 9th and 10th graders. On Friday, October 5th different
departments will look at that data and we will analyze where we need to make
improvement. We have many student groups working in the community. Some are trying to
better themselves by getting experience and some are trying to better the community with
different projects. Our YLT team, which consists of students of all grades, did some training in
September as they are starting to plan and prepare for the simulation in November for both
students and parents. This is a great opportunity for all to see as this simulation has gone on
for many years.
Homecoming came and Scooper Spirit was alive in well throughout the school. Many
students participated in the dress up days throughout the week and the week ended with a
great pep rally on Friday, led by Activities Director Todd Palmer. We followed that up by a
very long awesome parade and a football game. Like all events this year and in years past,
the Scooper Pride from our students was outstanding and the student section at the football
was as big as it’s ever been. Students then finished off homecoming with a dance ,where a
lot of our students showed up to cap off a great week.
Up next, we are full swing and students have settled in very nice and are working hard within
the walls. The new staff members are finding their grove and the students are working hard
and seeing good results. The veteran staff has been very instrumental to the success of the
new staff. We are winding down our fall seasons and many students will be preparing for the
end of their fall season. It has been a successful fall and if you want to see all of our
accomplishments, please see the announcements as we have too many to mention them
all. We continue to try to communicate and share our story with all the stakeholders. If you
are interested in following stories at the high school, our Twitter handles are @ScooperState
and @SBHSScoopers. You can find us on Facebook at ScooperState and Instragram
@ScooperState.

Board Report
Todd Palmer
Director of Activities – Meade School District
Fall activities are on the home stretch.
Soccer and Golf finishing up during the week of October 1.
The boys’ golf team finished 10th place at the 2018 AA State Tournament climbing over two
teams during the second day of the tournament. Individually Tice McVay finished 8 th and Noah
Ziegmann finished 15th.
The boys’ and girls’ soccer teams finished their seasons on Tuesday, October 2, 2018 with first
round loses in the SDHSAA playoffs. The girls traveled to SF and lost to SF Lincoln 2-0 while the
boys traveled to Spearfish and were downed by the Spartans 5-1.
Football and volleyball continue to compete in their respective regular season but those will be
ending within the month.
In light of events that have taken place volleyball program this fall I have decided to establish a
handbook policy committee. I will be inviting stakeholders from the coaching staff,
administration, and board to sit on the committee that will comb through the handbook and
discuss changes to the current policies as well as possible additions to the handbook that would
be guide us.
Pertaining to the specific area of cutting policy and procedures, I have reached out to the
schools in the Black Hills Conference as well as the AA schools asking them to share with me
what their policies are pertaining to this issue. I will collect this information and take to the
committee when it is formed.
My time line is to have the committee formed and have the first meeting before the winter
season sports get into full swing.

To:
Supt. Jeff Simmons
From: Ann Nonnast
Subject: October Board Report
Date: October 3, 2018
It is hard to believe we are six weeks into our school year. Our official fall enrollment is 628 students.
The 8th grade has 195 students, 7th grade 150 students, 6th grade 154 students and 5th grade 129
students.

The September Character Trait of the Month was “Sportsmanship”. The Students of the Month for
September were: 5th grade: Graden Glodt, Laylla Shepardso, Addisyn Sprague, Alexis Cermak, Korbin
Meland and Tyler Dunn, 6th grade is Dawson Inhofer, Grace Kiepke, Keelie Overvold, Dalyn Dschaak,
Virgil Brown and Hailey Wilt, 7th grade Brodie Gill, Novali Dinkins, Tegan Zebroski, Morgan Jost,
Jordyn Richter, Riley Grenstiner, Beau Peters, Tucker Kuenzel and Tyzer Thomson 8th grade Emma
Weinberger, Ella Ward, Ashley Garcia-Pena, Jonathan Brown, Jarred Agosto, Trux Williamson, Kerielys
Maldonado, Makenzi Kaski, Rachael Davis and Natasha Emeline. The October character trait is
“Responsibility”.

Hollie Strand, Computer Forensic Examiner from the Pennington County Sheriff’s Office spoke to our
students 5th throught 8th grade at Sturgis Williams Middle School on September 26th. She provide the
students a glimpse into the cyber-world, navigation the net, digital footprint, cyber crime and what
they should share on social media and what they should keep private.

November 7th the Middle School students will travel to Fort Meade to learn about the “Day in the Life
of a Solider”. The students experience activities such as marching with their platoon, running an
obstacle course or tasting MRE, engineering equipment, OCIE gear and many more. On November 9th
we will have a Veteran speakers in our classroom and a program at 2:00 to honor our Veteran’s.
“SWMS Be The Change group is up and running again this year - A continuation of our Challenge Day
event in January of 2018. This year, students will focus on spreading kindness, making a difference in
others’ lives (peers, teachers, community members, etc.), and making a difference in the Sturgis
community. Some upcoming events planned by our Be The Change group this year are Go Gold
celebrations (Done in September), volunteering at our local animal shelter, and creating a welcome
committee for students new to our school this school year.”
Ann Nonnast
Principal
Sturgis Williams Middle School

To: Mr. Simmons
From: David Olson
Subject: October Board Report
Date: 10/3/18
We have made it through our first month at Stagebarn and feel as though we are
finding a routine. Staff and students are doing a great job establishing a positive culture
and helping make Stagebarn a great place to be every day!
Enrollment
5th grade – 110

6th grade – 116

7th grade – 87

Total – 313

MAP Testing
Students wrapped up the first round of MAP testing this fall, and teachers will
start to look at the data beginning at the October inservice and following PLC meetings.
Logo
Mr. Brian Palmer, our In-School Suspension Coordinator, has worked hard
collaborating with staff, students, and community members to create our school mascot.
After many revisions, we are proud to present our Stagebarn Stallion Mascot!

Gym Floor
Our gym floor has been repaired, painted (with new logo in center court), and
finished. Tuesday, Oct. 9th will be the first time we are able to use the gym, in which we
will be hosting our last home volleyball game of the year.
Students of the Month
5th Grade

6th Grade

7th grade

Honesty: Matthew Carter

Kindness: Kierra Williams

Leadership: Annie Henderson

Leadership: Elise Henrichsen

Sportsmanship: Abigail Gaeta

Humility: Bono Buchtel

WOW Award: Devon McKeown

Responsibility: Morgan Frank

Respect: Layton Smith

Sportsmanship: Jayna Johnston

Inquisitiveness: Lilly Hatzenbueler

Sportsmanship: Desirae Ownbey

Responsibility: Celca Manzano/

Grit: Layne Kaski

Most Improved: Alexis Brown

Jakoby Christiansen

Piedmont Valley Elementary
16159 Second Street.
“To Build Knowledge and skills for success today and tomorrow”
PHONE: 605-.787.5295
FAX: 605.787.5954

Piedmont, SD 57769
605.787.5295

To: Mr. Simmons
From: Ethan Dschaak
Re: Board Report
Date: 10.9.18
Parent / Teacher Conferences:
Piedmont Valley Elementary will be hosting Parent / Teacher Conferences on Tuesday, Oct. 2nd
and Thursday, Oct. 4th. This is a great opportunity for parents to find out their student’s
academic progress as well as an opportunity to get to know their child’s teacher. I always look
forward to conferences and the opportunity to visit with our students parents!
Science & Robotics Night:
We have scheduled our second annual Science & Robotics Night at Piedmont Valley Elementary.
This event, scheduled for Oct. 25th was very popular last year when we hosted it for the first
time. One area that we are trying to grow in is Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math
(STEAM) and we believe this event supports that initiative. We are confident that Science &
Robotics Night will be well received!
Student Enrollment:
Preliminary numbers have come in and it appears that the official student enrollment count at
Piedmont Valley Elementary is 485 students. This number is less than last year when we were a
K-6 building but still higher than what we anticipated. I am happy that our enrollment continues
to be strong.
Students of the Month:
During the month of September students are selected for Student of the Month based on
sportsmanship.
Second Grade:

Third Grade:

Tyra Williamson
Bode Montgomery
Kenleigh Johnson
Parker Hamling

Payton Barry
Grady Mason
Kaylee Langstrat
Cash Litzen
Tucker Waddell
Hailey Scott
Riley McKeown

4th Grade:
Gavan Novotny
Ryker Pederson
Jayla Romero
Linkin Huiras
Lilly Sweeney

STURGIS ELEMENTARY/INTERMEDIATE

1121 Ball Park Road
Sturgis, SD 57785
Phone: 605-347-2386
Fax: 605-347-3769

Chantal Ligtenberg - Principal
E-mail - Chantal.Ligtenberg@k12.sd.us
Joe Williams- Assistant Principal
E-mail – Joe.Williams@k12.sd.us

To: Mr. Simmons
From: Chantal Ligtenberg
Re: October 2018 Board Report
Follow us on Twitter! : @SturgisElem
Enrollment Numbers: Numbers for Sturgis Elementary K-4 are around 550 this school
year. This slight decrease is due to two large class sizes graduating through.
Fall Sport Jamboree: On September 25, students participated in an outdoor activity
that introduced them to a variety of sports played at the high school during the Fall
season. High school students assisted in this activity.
ALICE drill: Teachers and students have been discussing specific scenarios that are
given to them weekly the last six weeks. Our next step will be to have an ALICE drill
where students can practice evacuating, barricading, and countering. This drill will take
place on October 17. Each grade level will have their own time for the drill.
Upcoming Dates:
National Walk/Bike To School day, October 10
3rd & 4th grade music program, October 16; Grunwald Gym
Globetrotter Anti Bullying Assembly, October 18, STEL Gym
Grade level Unity Day Assemblies, October 24, STEL Gym
Family Engagement Night, Math Rocks: October 23 5-7 p.m.,
Mustangs of the Month: (Students selected based on “Character Count” traits the
student is exhibiting)
KINDERGARTEN:
FIRST GRADE:
SECOND GRADE
Alexis Miller
Tynlee Donovan
Mya Hanson
Ayla Maquire
Kaiden Kinzler
Levi Sjomeling
Braylee Blakeman
Jemma Branson
Kylie Domogalski
Jonah Haasch
Kimberlynn Kochel
Mason Hagen
Madisyn Lemmel
Torin Monahan
Torin Limbo
THIRD GRADE:
Zach Uselman
Talen Koontz
Taven Dunn
Brody Oliver
Kobi Millar
Gavin Red Owl

FOURTH GRADE
Taya Uherka
Brinley Heikes
Keiana Rowett
Demetrious Landoll-Johnson
Arianna McNeil
Lucas Hudson

WHITEWOOD/RURAL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS
BEV ROSENBOOM, PRINCIPAL

October 2018
Board Report
Rural Students of the Month for September were Veronica Grubl, grade 7 at Hereford
Elementary and Ian Cammack, grade 2 at Enning-UC Elementary.
Whitewood Wranglers of the Month for September were: Logan Hale, kindergarten; Jonathan
Butler, first grade; Lance Donnelly, second grade; Rebecca Bestgen, third grade; Wyatt Brown,
fourth grade; and, Brooklyn Baird, fifth grade.
Classrooms participated in many, varied Constitution Day activities and lessons. Some viewed
BrainPOP video lessons. Some read parts of the Constitution and discussed those. Some
teachers used Kahoot to check for understanding. One teacher created an escape room
scenario based on the Constitution. Many found their activities on websites. One classroom
did a Framers of the Constitution Scavenger Hunt. One classroom learned the Schoolhouse
Rock rap for the Preamble to the Constitution. One school had a guest speaker. One
classroom watched a BrainPop video on the Constitution and then correlated to their
classroom rules.
th

Hereford 8 graders hosted a wax museum and became local experts on people, events, and
artifacts from the Early Americas period. They invited people from the surrounding community,
and each student created an exhibit where they shared the ancient history of our continent and

dressed up like archeologists or people of the times.
Hereford also welcomed back the scientists from the University of California Riverside and the
University of Minnesota. They are doing a joint geological study of the Black Hills and last fall
the school students helped them install a seismometer. This fall the scientists came and shared
some of their data. In that data, the students saw the waves that the seismometer located near
Hereford picked up from the February 2018 earthquake in Peru! During their time, the
scientists shared with the students some more information on plate tectonics and how they
can create earthquakes and volcanoes. They even showed the students the different kind of
plate boundaries on Google Earth as well as recent earthquake readings on the IRIS website.
All in all, the month of September was a busy one but a lot of “stuff” got learned.

To:
From:
Re:

School Board Members
Chrissy Peterson
October 2018 Board Report

The school nurses are coordinating the Dakota Smiles (formally Ronald McDonald)
Dental Mobile Bus, which will be at Sturgis Elementary, November 5-9. The bus is a
40-foot, state-of-the-art dentist office on wheels! Targeting low income families,
students receive oral health services including cleanings, preventative services,
fillings, and oral
health education.
As the Homeless Liaison for the District, I am responsible for identifying students
experiencing homelessness. As of now, the number of homeless students is up
from last October.
Four Destination Imagination teams have been confirmed for the 2018-19 school
year. Cody Weber has assisted in a donation to pay for the teams’ registrations.
Last year, we had a team make it all the way to Globals and place in the Top 20 in
the world!
My favorite athletes will be competing in the Black Hills Area Singles Bowling
Tournament October 19 at the Meadowood Lanes in Rapid City. Their Special
Olympics Coach, Anna Olson, makes all the preparations which includes practice
prior to the event.

Have a terrific fall!

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”
Jeff Ward-Curriculum/Technology
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, SD 57785
Phone: (605) 347-4454 - Web: http://www.meade.k12.sd.us

Re: Meade 46-1 School Board Report
From: Jeff Ward, Curriculum and Technology Director
Subject: October 2018 Board Report
Math Curriculum Review
A common statement made by adults is that I was never good at math. As
with any discipline, some are more able than others; but it seems like it is
an acceptable practice to excuse poor performance with mathematics.
What math facts and algorithms should be memorized? How much time
should be devoted to understanding math concepts? Why is it difficult for
some to be able to count back change when breaking a twenty-dollar bill?
Why do I need to know math? When will I need to know math outside of
school?
For the past 30 years or so, many studies have been done showing poor
performance of math scores when comparing US students to those students
in other developed nations. The advent of Common Core standards was
met with ardent push back due to its perceived “Big Brother” approach to a
national set of standards. The most recent reauthorization of the Education
and Secondary Education Act has relaxed some of the performance
expectations on schools from the reauthorization in 2001.
As math is the next content area in the curriculum cycle, a group of Meade
math instructors representing all grade levels and schools in the District
will meet for the first time on October 17. They will spend the day at the
Curriculum Office trying to make sense of the political and community
expectations of how well our students do in mathematics. They will
consider options available for curriculum and make recommendations to
the school board by March to purchase resources that will help our students
be more successful in their ability to use mathematics now and for the rest
of their lives.

MEADE SCHOOL DISTRICT 46-1
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS DEPARTMENT
“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”

Todd Battles

October 3, 2018

SUPERVISOR OF BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
12940 E. HIGHWAY 34
STURGIS, SD 57785
Phone: 605-347-2649
Fax: 605-347-3363
E-mail: todd.battles@k12.sd.us

RE: School Board Meeting

As the school year progresses Buildings and Grounds is getting ready for several new endeavors. The
department has hired Mr. Todd Randall at the new Lead Maintenance Technician and we are very excited
for the new perspective and skills set he brings to the District. Please welcome him to the District when
you get a chance. I will be trying to arrange with the administration some time to do a formal greeting.
The Union Center project is underway with the approach and access road being completed the first week
of October. RCS was awarded the contract and have a sign placed on site and are eager to begin with dirt
work themselves. We are in the process of getting the well drilled in the next couple of weeks. We also are
putting out a RFP for a generator for the facility.
The boilers are installed and operating at the Sturgis Williams Middle School. We are very excited to
watch the return on investment as the colder months approach. All the other facilities have had boilers and
heat turned on and we are busy monitoring and addressing any problems that arise with startup.
The Stagebarn gym floor is complete and is in the process of the last coat of finishing drying. It looks
fantastic with a new logo painted at center court. The track is also prepared and is scheduled to be
asphalted the first week of October.
Buildings and Grounds are in the process of winterizing sprinkler systems and preparing for what could be
a cold snap and an early snow. The mowing equipment is also being converted to snow removal mode
also.
As the weather changes so do the needs of the District and we are trying to prepare to be ahead of the
game. Please let us know if there is anything we can help with.

