December 10, 2018

School Board Meeting

5:30 PM

What’s happening:
We are the midst of testing the 9th and 10th graders using NWEA and the MAP test. Science, English and
Math teachers will test students to see student growth and areas of concern. We are gathering data by giving
them the tests three times a year. Early fall, before Christmas and at the end of the year is when we are
testing. Teachers are learning more about the data every time we test. This is the second year of using MAP
testing and the data is getting better every year as we will be able to find trends and areas of strength and
weakness. We are making data analyze a bigger focus next year as we are getting a better picture of the
performance of the building using the MAP test.
Teachers receive different awards throughout the year and a recent award was funded to Ms. Danelle
Johnson for the classroom project “ Are you Feeling Stressed or Anxious?” This award was granted from
Donors Choose which is a byproduct of Horace Mann. She received different items to help with the
completion of this project. Students just finished up with their senior projects and many of you were out to
judge those presentations and we thank you for that. Delainey Kronmiller organized with YLT to provide
Thanksgiving baskets to the custodians.
So far to date we have had 6 students complete the number credits needed at the Academy to
graduate early. We have 3 students that will graduate at the end of the semester at the high school as well.
Typically the reason those students choose to graduate early is because they are started post-secondary
school in January. Every year we have students that graduate early from the high school and throughout the
year we will have students complete credits from the Academy to graduate. Depending on each situation will
depend if they return in May to participate in the graduation ceremony.
Last week Office Carter Smith (our SRO) and Assistant Principal Chad Hedderman presented to the
entire student body in three different assemblies about the negative effects of Juuling. Juuling has become an
epidemic in schools this year as it is really easy to conceal a Juul in school. A Juul is a nicotine product and a
replacement for cigarettes. A single Juul pod is equilivant to a whole pack of cigarettes. It comes in different
flavors, but some of those flavors are starting to be banned by the FDA because the company who produces
the Juul targeted underage people with an illegal product for teens. They tried to convince students to stop
juulling as it is very addictive and harmful for their health.
We continue to try to communicate and share our story with all the stakeholders. If you are interested
in following stories at the high school, our Twitter handles are @ScooperState and @SBHSScoopers. You can
find us on Facebook at ScooperState and Instragram @ScooperState.

Board Report
Todd Palmer
Director of Activities – Meade School District
Winter Activities Going
Our winter activities are up and running.
Oral Interp – The oral inter group has had a very successful year this late fall. Their state
festival was supposed to be the first weekend in December but was postponed by the weather
and was rescheduled for the weekend of December 7-8. I will provide results in the January
board report.
FFA – The FFA has also had a great fall. This group just returned from their state competition in
Pierre on December 3 and 4. Please find the results below
Results from South Dakota FFA State Leadership Development Events:

Parliamentary Procedures (John Petersen, Haley Ferguson, Jarody Udager, Bailey Urbaniak, Landon
Kuenzel) 6th Place
Ag Issues (Randi Tivis, Jordan Burge, Jordan Vaughn, Kody Komes, Madison Paklin, Lauren Fritz, Avery
Bunch) 4th Place
Danika Gordon 1st Place Employment Skills and Prepared Public Speaking
Matea Gordon 2nd Place Creed Speaking
Randi Tivis 4th Place Employment Skills
Danika Qualified for Nationals in both Employment Skills and Prepared Public Speaking and will choose
one to compete in next October in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Wrestling - Coach Abell and the wrestlers have gotten off to a good start this season. There are
23 high school students participating in the program this year. With the middle school
wrestling season ending shortly the coaching staff and myself have been in communication
about the movement of some of those wrestlers to the high school to help fill out our JV roster.
To start the season the guys wrestled very well in the JV duals and followed that up with a
dominating victory over the Broncs from Belle and then finished off the week with a top 10
finish at Mandan at which 11 of the 14 wrestlers placed.

Basketball – both the boys and the girls started practice the week after Thanksgiving. Both
groups have between 25-30 students out. Both groups open the season traveling to Douglas
for a double header and then have a busy couple weeks before Christmas break. The girls will
play 5 games while the boys will play 4 game before the break.
SDHSAA Moratorium - This is the first year for the SDHSAA “dead period” during the Christmas
break. No gyms will be able to be used for practice or competitions during the four days of the
“dead period” (Dec. 23, 24, 25, 26). Groups will be able to return to practice on the 27th of the
month.
Scoopers at the next level – The first college signing period started on November 14th. Since
that date we have had four student sign National Letter of Intent to participate in athletics at
the next level
Olivia Jolly – Chadron State – basketball
Loralee Stock – Colorado Mines – basketball
Haley Lamber – Valley City State – basketball
Ethan Brenneman – Iowa Western – track/field
NFHS Network – This Saturday we will unveil our new camera in West Gym. All events held in
West Gym will be available on line on the NFHS Network for free thanks to a generous donation

made by the Scooper Athletic Booster Club. The link will be on the Activities page on the
Meade Schools website.

To: Mr. Simmons
From: David Olson
Subject: December Board Report
Date: 12/6/18
Food Baskets:
The student council did a food drive to help put together full meal baskets for
Thanskgiving. Staff and students contributed enough food to donate 18 baskets to local
families with some left over to donate to the food bank.
Crisis Response:
We have finished all “Counter” drills throughout the school. Thank you to the Summerset
Police Department for assisting with this drill by contributing an officer to be the
“intruder”. We are in the planning phase of a whole school + emergency responders drill.
Dad’s Breakfast:
The SMS PTA hosted a Dads and Grandpas breakfast at the middle school. Students
brought their Dads and/or Grandpas to school where the PTA provided doughnuts and
coffee. We had over 80 adults join us that morning.
Choir Concert:
We had our first concert at SMS: a holiday show held in our commons area. Mrs. Hill
deal a great job and was able to pack the house!
Students of the Month

5th grade:
Honesty: Cara McIntosh / Dominic Stietz
Citizenship: Jackson Cammack / Vanesssa Fugle
Responsibility: Kalyn Limbo / Kierra Killinger
WOW Award: Tayten Millhouse / Lila Cornett
Kindness: Shaynne Evans / Talia Backes
6th Grade:
Kindness & Compassion–Malory Williamson
Citizenship – Paige Willnerd
Pledge Award – Rayna Williamson
Inquisitive/Curiosity – Braydon Spear
Hardworking – Cole Froelich

7th Grade:
Leadership: Carly Holly
Listening: Anya Brady
Respect: Brady Z
Humility: Jada Backes
Citizenship: Stacia Christman

Piedmont Valley Elementary

16159 Second Street.
“To Build Knowledge and skills for success today and tomorrow”
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FAX: 605.787.5954

Piedmont, SD 57769
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To: Mr. Simmons
From: Ethan Dschaak
Re: Board Report
Date: 12.10.18
Staff Book Study:
On Nov. 29th we conducted our first book study regarding best teaching practices. Piedmont
Valley Elementary is reviewing the book “Inevitable, Mass Customized Learning” and looking
at various best practices in the classroom. Teacher leaders will be studying these practices and
then at the end of the book study will report out to their grade levels. It is our hope that through
the review of teaching practices we will strengthen the education that our students receive at
Piedmont Valley Elementary.
PTA Sponsored Mom’s Breakfast:
On Nov. 14th Piedmont Valley Elementary, in conjunction with the PVE Parent / Teacher
Association hosted a Mom’s Breakfast for our students and their families. This event is a great
way to strengthen communication between families and staff at PVE. I’m always impressed by
the number of community members who come and spend time with their students during this
great event.

Students of the Month:
During the month of November students are selected for Student of the Month based on
citizenship..
Second
Finn Harrington
Dayden Krebs
Brooke Sudbeck
Parker Grover

Third
Alexis Carver
Kurtiss Capps
Kohlee Herringer
Bridger Mez
Leila Kauer
Jace Gingras
Lavinceia Kettle

Fourth
Kaylynn Paule
Brooke Montgomery
Jolee White
Brennan Borries
Kyerlan Kaski
Adalin Johnson

STURGIS ELEMENTARY

1121 Ball Park Road
Sturgis, SD 57785
Phone: 605-347-2386
Fax: 605-347-3769

Chantal Ligtenberg - Principal
E-mail - Chantal.Ligtenberg@k12.sd.us
Joe Williams- Assistant Principal
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To: Mr. Jeff Simmons
From: Chantal Ligtenberg
Re: December 2018 Board Report
Follow us on Twitter! : @SturgisElem
Strider Bike Unit:. 1st graders started the indoor portion of the unit with their bikes and helmets.
The outdoor portion of the unit and bike safety will take place in the Spring.
4th Grade Spelling Bee Semi Finalists are: Olivia Vliem, Emilie Reedy, Elizabeth Curtis, Jaxon
Dodson, Pearl Meyer, Ethan Niederwerder, Lila Aga, Seth Bueno, Dylan Roach, Mya Moyers,
Bridger Massa-Battin, Tripp Burgdoerfer, Brinley Heikes, Noree Hammerstrom, Michael Smith,
Garret Holt Milyah Magnofna, and Giada Petrick
4th Grade Spelling Bee Finalists are: Olivia Vliem, Elizabeth Curtis, Jaxon Dodson, Ethan
Niederwerder, Bridger Massa-Battin, Garret Holt, Lily Aga, Abby Dodson, Brinley Heikes and
Giada Petrick. . The final spelling bee will occur December 12th at 9:00 a.m. in the cafeteria.
Dreambox Challenge: Students have completed over 30,000 lessons in dreambox since the
start of the year. When we hit the 60,000 mark in completed lessons by students, we will
celebrate with a schoolwide popcorn party.
Student Council: The group is organizing a food drive for the Kiwanis Pantry prior to the
holidays. In addition, the group is working on a welcome video with information about our school
to send out to all new families on School Messenger at the beginning of the year.
Upcoming Events:
4th grade final spelling bee:. December 12th, 9:00 a.m., Cafeteria
1st and 2nd grade music program:. December 17th, 5:30 & 6:30 p.m., Grunwald
Students of the Month: (Students selected based on “Character Count” traits the student is
exhibiting)
KINDERGARTEN:
FIRST GRADE:
SECOND GRADE
Sekoya Burshia
Kwynnlee Meland
Owen Aldren
Christofer Grife
Mason Maag
Miriam Kruse
Spencer Proefrock
JoLei Avery
Dylan Hammerstrom
Kaelynn Smith
Pate Gunderson
TenLee Koontz
Lainee Karrels
Brinley Christenson
Lucas Dunn
THIRD GRADE:

FOURTH GRADE

Blake Kaufman
Brayden Duprel
Lily Mengenhausen
Carlie Williamson
Avery Anderson
Claire “Lily” Glodt

Giada Petrick
Seth Bueno
Braxton Overweg
Corrie Grant
Dillon Delbridge

WHITEWOOD/RURAL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS
BEV ROSENBOOM, PRINCIPAL

December 2018
Board Report
Rural Students of the Month for November were James Nachtigall, grade 7 at Elm Springs;
Marnie Baker, grade 6, at Enning-Union Center; and, Raynee Jones, grade 4, at Enning-Union
Center;
Whitewood Wranglers of the Month for November were: Gretchen Gutknecht, kindergarten;
Ayla Cichosz, first grade; Madison Cooper, second grade; Kyle Fish, third grade; Brody Bulat,
fourth grade; and, Emma Sapp, fifth grade.
November was a month to acknowledge many things for which we are thankful. Staff and
students participated in Veterans’ Day Programs, decorated grocery bags that recognized
American Education Week, and read many stories and did many activities relating to
Thanksgiving.
The DARE graduation for the Whitewood 5th grade students was held on Thursday, November
29. Amy Brandner read the winning essay. She won a bicycle for that. Sarah Bestgen and
Brooklyn Baird also read their essays and received a monetary award for that. Brooklyn Baird
drew the winning DARE poster and received a monetary award for that. Two other bicycles
were given away along with other prizes. We want to thank the Whitewood Police
Department for their support of the DARE Program and for the many individuals and
businesses in the Whitewood community for their donation support. The fifth grade also
decorated a tree for the Whitewood Tree Auction on December 6 and will have a DARE float in
the Whitewood Parade of Lights on December 22.
We want to welcome “home” Mr. Luke Erfman, K-3 teacher at Atall. Luke was deployed in July
and returned back to school on November 26.
Robot Club will start at Whitewood on Thursday, December 6. Mr. Jones, the fourth grade
teacher at Whitewood, has been offering this opportunity to students in grade 3-5 for the past
two years. The students experience robots, coding, drones, and ozobots. Mr. Jones got these
for the students through some small grant opportunities. The group meets on Tuesdays and
Thursdays after school.
The schedule for rural Christmas Programs is as follows: Atall School, December 12 at 6:00
PM; Opal School, December 13 at 4:30 PM at the Opal Hall; Hereford School, December 14 at
5:30 PM at the Hereford Hall; Enning-Union Center Schools, December 17 at 6:00 PM at the
CMCCC; and, Elm Springs School, December 18 at 6:00 PM at the Elm Springs Hall.

“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”
Jeff Ward-Curriculum/Technology
1230 Douglas Street, Sturgis, SD 57785
Phone: (605) 347-4454 - Web: http://www.meade.k12.sd.us

Re: Meade 46-1 School Board Report
From: Jeff Ward, Curriculum and Technology Director
Subject: December 2018 Board Report
iPads and MacBooks
A committee of teachers and administrators decided to implement Apple
devices K-12 in the Meade School District. This began with a phase in
process starting with 4th Grade classrooms during the 2013-2014 school
year. In the end, classroom sets of iPads are available for students to use in
Grades K-3, and in Grades 4 and 5 each student has an iPad to use
throughout the school day. iPads provide a link to the internet, but also can
house educational apps that students can use to increase fluency in reading
and math along with many other curriculum areas.
Meade students in Grades 6-12 are using the 11” MacBook Air computers.
High school students are allowed to take these devices home at night and
on the weekends to complete homework assignments. The MacBook was
chosen because of its more robust capabilities over the iPad including a
built-in keyboard.
It has been the practice of Meade to continue with a chosen device for at
least two refresh cycles. The first cycle of iPads and MacBook computers
are reaching an age where they need to be replaced with newer devices.
The newer iPads will have the ability to use an Apple app that allows
teachers to monitor what students are doing on their iPads and more easily
share items via the iPad. The newer computers will have better processing
speeds. The 11” MacBook computers are no longer available, so they will
now have a 13” screen. Budgeting plans are taking place to have the new
student devices for the 2019-2020 school year.
Computer devices create many more opportunities for students to access
information and create projects. There is still a great value placed on faceto-face experiences in our schools, and teachers work to strike a balance.
To be successful after leaving K-12 education, young adults will need to be
able to manipulate computers but will also need the skills to interact with
others to problem solve.

To:
From:
Re:

School Board Members
Chrissy Peterson
December Board Report 2018
Merry Christmas!!

Our school nurses coordinate the Dental Bus to come to Meade School
District 1-2 times each year. The Delta Dental Mobile Program was at
Williams Middle School November 5-9, the bus saw 51 students and did
$31,285 worth of dental work!! The school nurses receive money from the
Sturgis Rally Charities each year. The cost for our District to bring the Dental
Bus here each time is $2500, so we got an awesome return on our
investment. This takes a lot of extra work for our nursing program but it is
obviously worth it! Thanks Heidi Komes, Jenny Oedekoven, Jamie Hatch,
and Julie Dobler! We most appreciate what you do to help our students!
The St. Francis Alter Society of Sturgis generously contributed $1,000 to the
Special Services Department. This money will be used to purchase sensory
items for the elementary students with Autism. We graciously thank the
ladies for their wonderful support! We are going to have super awesome
items for some of the best students in the District!
The Special Services office has been extremely busy gathering needed
information for the mandated “Child Count.” The State requires all types of
information on students who have disabilities. As of December 1, the total
number of students that are on active Individual Education Plan is 462. This
is approximately 15% of the total enrollment. For each student on an IEP as
of December 1, money is allocated per their disability. The less severe
disabilities is an expenditure of $5,472 per student and the severest of
disabling categories expenditure is $27,882 per student.
I wish you a blessed and joyous holiday season!

MEADE SCHOOL DISTRICT 46-1
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS DEPARTMENT
“To Build Knowledge and Skills for Success Today and Tomorrow”

Todd Battles
December 6, 2018
School Board Meeting

SUPERVISOR OF BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
12940 E. HIGHWAY 34
STURGIS, SD 57785
Phone: 605-347-2649
Fax: 605-347-3363
E-mail: todd.battles@k12.sd.us

December is upon us at Buildings and Grounds and we have been busy moving snow, ice melting, and
sanding. The crew has had a small learning curve with the new Stagebarn Middle School but have done
an excellent job. It is also a busy time with the hauling of stage, risers, and sound shells for the various
concerts around the District.
The track is laid in Stagebarn and except for some finishing touches on the interior landscaping we are
waiting on spring to be ready for the track season.
Union Center School facility is moving along right on track. The well has been drilled and cased. Utilities
have been run. The footings and slab have been poured also. Starting December 6, 2018 the preengineered walls will begin arriving and the schedule is to start setting them on December 10th.
I would like to take this time to introduce to the District Mr. Todd Randall. Mr. Randall has taken the
position of Lead Maintenance Technician and has hit the ground running. This is a small biography of
some of Todd’s life.
I was raised in Western Montana and attended high school in Anchorage, Alaska and Butte, Montana from
where I graduated.
I enlisted in the Army while in high school and departed for basic shortly after graduation. I trained as a
helicopter mechanic at Ft. Rucker, Alabama and was stationed in Giebelstadt, West Germany for my first
station. While in Germany I was cross trained as an aerial observer and flew as art of a two man crew in
an OH-58 helicopter. After a two year tour of duty in Germany I was stationed stateside with the 10th
Mountain Division at Ft. Drum, New York. My unit was moved to Griffis AFB in Rome, New York because
at the time Ft Drum did not have adequate facilities for an attack helicopter battalion. I spent four years at
Griffis and ended my enlistment from there.
Upon leaving the military I accepted a position with BF Goodrich Aerospace in Everett, Washington where
I continued my work as an aircraft mechanic and I had the opportunity to live and work around my favorite
city in the world, Seattle, and watch numerous games of my beloved Seahawks and Mariners at the King
Dome.
After deciding to raise my kids in a more low key environment I moved back to my hometown in Montana
and went into construction, being brought up in a family that had both earthwork and general construction
companies I was already well versed in many aspects of the fields.

For the past 25 years I have divided my time between large earthwork jobs such as construction of the
215 Beltway around Las Vegas, 75 miles of new railroad line in Nebraska, the Law and Justice Center in
Yellowstone Park, and the Morton/Burleigh County combined jail facility in Bismark. All of which I was
involved in management. Also, building large commercial facilities and some residential properties.
I came to South Dakota last fall from North Dakota. We have been visiting the hills area for years on
vacations and I just enjoyed the beauty of the area.
I have not left the aviation community, I still work on aircraft here locally periodically and have recently sold
my plane but hope that will be replaced soon. We also have horses here and look forward to riding the
George S. Mickelson trail this coming summer.

If you see Todd in the area please stop and say hi.

To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Supt. Jeff Simmons
Ann Nonnast
December Board Report
December 6, 2018

The December Character Trait of the Month was “Citizenship.” The Students of the Month for
October were: 5th grade Rodrigo Mendez, Madisyn Richter, Lillee Shearer, Jocelyn Wolkenhauer,
Broklyn, Bennet, Ashley Albright and Darion Crawford 6th grade Jacob Avery, Ava Droppers, Sidney
Wheele, Manny Jaramillo, Dylan Harwood, Ivy Beug and Zach Harris 7th grade: Leah JohnsonLandoll, Landon Meirose, Adam Hyman, Rowan Swift, Gaige Taylor, Maura Luedke and Peter
Reedy and 8th grade Rylee Conover, Jazlyn Kempe, Abbie Culver, Alexis Wulf, Whitney Weyer,
Colton Biesheuvel, Allen Svara, Jayde Coffield, Brooke Wolf, Kadyn Baker and Riley Vasknetz. The
December character trait is “Respect.”
We have 2 students attending the State Honor Choir in Sioux Falls. Katie Sulzbach and Haylee
O’Connor will be January 18th. Congratulations girls!

During November, the Student Council has been extremely busy. The first project was to make
blankets for the Women’s Shelter and the hospital. The students collected food to create
Thanksgiving baskets for families in our community. They were able to provide a Thanksgiving
meal for 37 local families. The donations were so generous this year we have enough food left to
provide Christmas dinner for 22 additional families. Currently we are raising money through a
Penny War. The money from the penny war will purchase Christmas gifts for children in our
school. We also received donation from the Northern Hills FOP for $300.00 to go towards the
purchase of gifts for the children.

The choir students at SWMS will kick off their holiday season by performing their annual Winter
Concert on Monday, December 10th, at 7:00 pm at the Sturgis Community Center. The students
have worked hard to prepare and sound wonderful. Please come and join us.

Natalie Serbousek took her “Be the Change” group to donate their time at the local animal shelter.
They walked the dogs and provided the cats with some needed attention. They also visited Aspen
Grove. While the students were there they played games such as Bingo and cards with the
residents.
Ann Nonnast
Principal
Sturgis Williams Middle School

