September Newsletter
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Ms. Rost’s Second Grade News
Wow! The first month of school has really flown by! I think we are all kind of getting settled
into our new school routine. We have 11 students in our class this year. We want to welcome
back Madison and Landen is no longer attending Whitewood. There are 8 boys and 3 girls.
We have been busy learning what second grade is all about. The biggest difference is that
this is the first year that students have their own desks! They are enjoying having their own
space and it is really helping out as we try to social distance.
The beginning of the year usually has us busy with giving multiple assessments so that we
can have a better idea of where your child is academically in reading and math so that we can
make a plan of instruction about where we need to go and what things maybe need a little more
attention. You will find out more about this information at conference time.
In social studies we have been learning about the history of the United States and the
Constitution. We are also learning what it means to be a good citizen. We will be starting
science very soon.
In Language Arts the students have been learning how to quietly read, write, and work
independently while I work one-on-one with students or in small groups. We do a lot of large
group instruction as well.
We are in our 2nd year of our new math curriculum. I have noticed already that the students
learned a lot from how things were introduced in first grade, so that makes things a little easier
for myself and them! We have spent the past few weeks learning different strategies to add and
subtract.
I will soon be sending home information about how to access Lexia, Dreambox, Math,
Reading, and Social Studies materials from home. This can be helpful if your child is absent for
a period of time as they would be able to keep up on assignments. Students will use a single
sign-on program called Clever so there will be fewer usernames and passwords to remember! ☺
Reminders:
• Remind your child to return their
book bags with Library books on
Tuesdays to exchange books on
Wednesdays.
• P.E. shoes for Wednesday and
Friday.
• Please check your child’s take home
folder/planner for important
messages and to go over their
classroom work.
Birthdays:
We celebrated Caius and Timothy’s
birthdays this month. Happy Birthday!!

September activities:
• Constitution Day~ September 17th
• Johnny Appleseed’s birthday
Upcoming Events:
•
•

October 13th and 15th : ParentTeacher Conferences:- 4-7 PM. Watch
for a note to come home.
Monday, October 12th : No school—
Native American Day
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P.E. is on Mondays and Thursdays.
Please wear appropriate shoes.

Language Arts
Reading: visualizing, sequencing, character, setting,
plot, text evidence

Happy Birthday this month to:
Miss Bilbrey – 18th
Mrs. Meredith – 23rd

Language: sentences and fragments, synonyms,
vocabulary words, commands and exclamations,
context clues, spelling words
Writing: friendly letters

Math

Upcoming Events
•

October 9th: School Day &
Early Release

•

October 12th: No School
(Indigenous Peoples’ Day)

•

Third graders are working hard at developing an
understanding of multiplication and division. They
used repeated addition to show the relationship with
multiplication and repeated subtraction with
division. They also studied arrays and learned their
first property: Commutative Property of
Multiplication

October 13/15th: Conferences
via ZOOM or telephone

Congratulations to Mason for being
our Wrangler of the Month in
September!!!

Science: Our first mystery involves students learning how the
habitats animals live in are not constant – they have changed
over time. Fossils give us clues as to how habitats have
changed. They also are studying how animals are bred
selectively.
Social Studies: We have been putting most of our energy
towards Science, but we did remember those that left us on
September 11th, 2001. We also briefly studied The
Constitution on Constitution Day, September 17th.

Healthy Reminders
1. Please stay home if you don’t feel
well.
2. Wash hands frequently.
3. Wash mask daily or use a new one
each day.
4. Socially distance.

THANK YOU (again)!
To all families that have sent
snacks to share with the class.
We greatly appreciate it!
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Math: We started working with Place Value. We learned the place values up to one million. Now,
we are adding and subtracting numbers to one million.

English Language Arts: We are reading short stories, writing short responses, and working on our
grammar and comprehension. We will be using the iPads and keyboards more this year to complete our writing activities.

Social Studies: We started out learning map skills. Now, we are beginning our “South Dakota
Road Trip.” This is a state sponsored program that helps us learn about different towns and cities
in South Dakota. Our first stop was a visit to Pierre and Oahe Dam.

Science: Since Mystery Doug was not working for us at the beginning of the year, Mystery Mike
stepped in. We made a robot hand and will be learning more about how our bodies work. We will
also be exploring plants and how they survive.

Note: The school year has started a little different than past years. However, our students are resilient and the masks, hand washing, and social distancing have not slowed us down. We can be
proud of how our students have adapted to the many changes in our school day.

5th Grade
Classroom Happenings
We’ve been working really hard in 5th grade. Here is a quick
overview of what we’ve been learning:
Math:
• Exponents
• Powers of 10
• Decimal Place Value
Language Arts:
• We have read many stories!
• Skills: Sequence, Cause and Effect, Problem and Solution
• Vocab Test every Friday
• In writing, we wrote about “The Best Part of Me”
Science:
• We started the year learning about safety,
measurement, and tools.
• Science, Technology, Engineering
Social Studies
• Native Americans
• Constitution Day
Students have been doing a great job wearing their
masks, washing their hands, and using sanitizer! It
has become a normal part of our school day.
Thank you to the parents who have sent snacks for
the class! Just a reminder that they need to be
individually pre-packaged(from the store).

Happy Birthday!
Trent
Jaxon
Egan

Upcoming Dates to Note
• Tuesday, October 6 & Thursday
October 8 – Conferences (over
Zoom—I’ll be in contact to set these
up)
• Monday, October 12 – No School
• Wednesday, October 31 – Pumpkin
Biography presentations (more info
to come) and Halloween Party
Grades
Just a reminder that 5th grade
students receive letter grades. I
will be sharing their current
grades at conferences. You can log
in to Infinite Campus anytime to
check them. Contact the school
office for more info.

INTERVENTIONS

Anne Rochelle
September 2020

Multiply and divide
Learning to multiply and divide can be more
about thinking than memorizing. Strategies like
these can help your child practice.

Make it fun
Practice using toys or food. If your child collects
toy animals, you might ask, “How many legs do 4
horses have?” He can “skip count” the legs by 4s
(4, 8, 12, 16) to see that 4 x 4 = 16. If he has 17 pretzels and wants to
give 3 friends an equal amount, he can “deal them out.” He’ll see that
each person gets 5, and there are 2 left over. (17  3 = 5, remainder 2).

Use what you know
Encourage your youngster to look for clues to help him solve
problems. For 8 x 7, he could consider other facts he knows. “I know 4
groups of 7 = 28. I need 8 groups, so I can double that answer. If 28 +
28 = 56, then 8 x 7 = 56.” For 30  5, he might say, “I know 10  5 = 2.
There are three 10s in 30, and 3 x 2 = 6. So 30  5 must be 6”.

